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Influence of Electro — acupuncture on bFGF Expression in the Cartilage of Knee Osteoarthritic Rats. Wang Daohai, Sun Hua, Bao Fei,
Wu Zhihong, Wang Fengqin, Zhang Yunxiang. Department of Traditional Chinese Medicine, Peking Union Medical College Hospital, Pe-
king Union Medical College & Chinese Academy of Medical Sciences, Beijng 100730, China
Abstract Objective To study the influence of electro — acupuncture on renovation of osteoarthritic cartilage. Methods 40 female
SD rats were randomly divided into four groups: the normal, model, treatment and control group. Using the method of heel tendon resec-
tion for unilateral hind limb, we established the OA animal model, that was cutting off the heel tendon of right hind limb to establish the
knee OA model of left hind limb. The left knees(no operation side) of treatment group and right ones ( operation side) of control group
were treated by electro — acupuncture for two weeks from the fifth week since operation. We collected cartilage of all rats’ left knees at the
seventh week since the beginning of experiment. We used immunohistochemical staining to observe bFGF expression in cartilage. Results
bFGF expression in treatment group was very significantly stronger than the other three groups(P <0.01). Conclusion Electro - acu-

puncture up — regulates the level of bFGF in cartilage of knee osteoarthritic rats. It indicates that electro — acupuncture is probably effective

in promoting cartilage renovation.

Key words Electro — acupuncture; Osteoarthritis; bFGF
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