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Factors Influencing the Place of Death in Beijing Dongcheng South District Patients with Cancer, 2007 —=2012. Han Xu,Zhou Ying ,Wang
Lianjun ,et al. School of Public Health, Capital Medical University, Beijing 100069, China

Abstract Objective To determine the current distribution and characteristics of cancer patients’ place of death in the DongCheng
south district of Beijing and to analyze the factors associated with the place of death. Methods Data on cancer patients’ place of death
from 2007 to 2012 in the Dongcheng South district of Beijing were collected from the Death Cases Reporting System of China. We deter-
mined the distributions and trends of place of death and analyzed the factors associated with place of death via x’ test and logistic regres-
sion analyses. Results The average proportion of cancer patients who died at an inpatient hospital ward was 71.0% in the Dongcheng
South district of Beijing and displayed no significant trend from 2006 to 2012 (y* =3.095, P =0.079). Age (P =0.030), marital status
(P =0.001), educational level (P =0.000), occupation types (P =0.001) and kinds of cancer (P =0.029) were associated with
place of death. Being with no spouse, having a low education level, workers, household and being unemployed were risk factors for dying
outside a hospital ward. Being in the 45 — 64 year age group and suffering from gastric or liver cancer were associated with a reduced risk
for dying outside a hospital ward. Conclusion  The proportion of cancer patients who died at a hospital ward in the DongCheng South dis-
trict of Beijing was higher than that of the overall country of China. Residents with low education levels, who were unemployed, and who
were with no spouse were more likely to die outside the hospital. Policy — makers should focus on effectively assisting low — income resi-
dents in obtaining resources for end — of — life medical care. These results emphasize the difficulties with medical and mental care for eld-
erly individuals who live alone.
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