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Expression of DLL4 Protein is Related to Clinicopathological Variables and Axillary Lymph Node Metastasis in Breast Cancer. Cai Xium-
ing, Huang Yuanxi. Department of Breast Surgery, The Affiliated Tumor Hospital of Harbin Medical University, Heilongjiang 150081 ,China

Abstract Objective To evaluate the relationship between DLLA4 expression and clinicopathologic features as well as axillary lymph
node metastasis in breast cancer. Methods A total of 132 patients with breast cancer who undergone primary mastectomies plus axillary
lymph node dissection from November 2012 to September 2013 were eligible for this study. The expression of DLL4 in breast canccer tis-
sues was examined immunohistochemically. Results The high expression of DLL4 was observed in 56.8% (75/132) in patients with
breast cancer. DLL4 high expression correlated with the TNM stage (P =0.005) and axillary lymph node metastasis (P <0.001) of
breast cancer. Movreover, the presence of lymph node metastasis was significantly associated with DLI4 expression( OR =3.726,95%

CI:1.751 ~7.929,P =0.001). Conclusion DLI4 overexpression correlated with the advanced extent and axillary lymph node metasta-

sis in breast cancer. DLIA may serve as a new molecular marker to predict the axillary lymph node metastasis of breast cancer in the clinic.
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