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Abstract Objective To improve the understanding of primary biliary cirrhosis( PBC) and autoimmune hepatitis (ATH) and then
offer help in the clinical diagnosis and treatment. Methods A respective study was made in 49 patients with PBC and 61 patients with
AIH. The clinical, biochemical, immunological and histological features of PBC and AIH were compared. Results  Female predomi-
nance were seen and symptoms such as fatigue, anorexia, jaundice, abdominal distension were common among the patients of PBC and
AIH, skin itching was relatively specific symptom for PBC. Patients with PBC in the first diagnosis of cirrhosis accounted for 48. 8% (24/
61), higher than those in AIH 31.1% (19/61). Patients with PBC exhibited higher levels of serum gammaglutamyl transferase( GGT) ,
alkaline phosphatase (ALP) , IgM, IgM/ IgG,dyslipidemia and the positive rate of anti — mitochondrial antibody( AMA) were significantly
higher than those in ATH(P <0.05). Serum alanine aminotransterase( ALT) ,aspartate aminotransterase ( AST) , the concentration of IgG
and the positive rate of anti — smooth muscle antibody( ASMA) and anti — liver kidney microsomal antibody ( LKM ) were higher in AIH pa-
tients( P <0.05). Conclusion  There were different characteristics in aspects of clinical, liver enzymes, immune globulin, blood lipid

metabolism abnormalities and autoimmune antibodies among PBC and AIH patients.
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