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Abstract Objective To investigate the expression of interleukin — 17 (IL - 17) and interleukin -6 (IL - 6) in lupus nephritis
and its relationship with disease activity. Methods Thirty — eight patients with lupus nephritis were selected, and another nineteen health
volunteers were selected as normal control group. The expression levels of serum IL - 17 and IL - 6 were detected by enzyme - linked im-
munosorbent assay ( ELISA) , and their correlation was analyzed. The correlations of IL — 17 and 1L - 6 with disease activity index such as
SLEDALI score, activity index (Al) and chronic index (CI) were analyzed. Results The expression levels of serum IL — 17 and IL - 6
were significantly higher in patients with lupus nephritis in stationary phase and active phase than those in normal control group (P <
0.05). The expression levels of IL =17 and IL -6 in lupus nephritis active phase group were significantly higher than those in lupus ne-
phritis stationary phase group (P <0. 05). The expression level of IL — 17 was positively correlated with the expression level of IL - 6
(r=0.436, P<0.05). The SLEDAI score, Al and CI in the active phase group of lupus nephritis were significantly higher than those in
the stationary phase group of lupus nephritis (P <0. 05). The serum IL — 17 was positively correlated with SLEDAI score. Al and CI in
patients with lupus nephritis (r =0.432, P=0.002; r=0.463, P=0.000; r =0.421, P =0.001). The serum IL — 6 was positively
correlated with SLEDAT score. Al and CI in patients with lupus nephritis (r =0.448, P =0.000; r=0.427, P=0.005; r=0.439, P =
0.002). Conclusion The expression levels of serum IL — 17 and IL — 6 were positively correlated in patients with lupus nephritis, and
the levels of serum IL - 17 and IL - 6 were positively correlated with disease activity index like SLEDAI score, Al and CI.
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